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Impact of Asthma in the United States

e U.S ashmalifeime cases morethan doubled
from an edimaed 6.7 million to 31.3 million

between 1980 and 2001.

e Codgsfor ashmahave almosttripled from an
estimaed$6.2 billionin 1990, to over $16 hillion
in 2001.

e Fivemillion U.S children are ashmaic, more
than the atire population of South Carolina

o 4,222 people died of azthmain 2001.

Asthma in South Car olina

e Annually abou 264,000 South Carolinians suffer
from aghma.

e 1n2001, 1.2% (5,785) of ALL hospitalizaions
were for athma.

e Ashmaclaimedthelivesof 77 South Carolinians
in 2001.

Impact of Asthma in Charleston County

e About 19,968 (6.4%) adultsin Charlezon County
suffer annually from azhma.

e In2001,there were 425 hogitalizaions for
ashmain Charledon County for all ages.

Children Suffer the Most fr om Asthma

e Asthma/Bronchitisisthe 2" leading cause of
hospitalizaion in Chalegzon County for children
under the ageof 18.

Leading Causes of Hospitalizationin Children
Aged 0-18, Charleston County, 2001
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In 2001, there were 155 asthmahospitalizations
of children (<18 years) in Charleson County.
Healthy People 2010 Objedivefor athma
hospitaliza ions among children under age 5
yearsis 25 per 10,000 children.

Charleston County had arae of 39 per 10,000
children under the ageof 5 in 2001, comparedto
South Carolina’ s65 per 10,000 children.

Comparison of Asthma Hospitalization Rates
Children Aged 0-5, Charleston County, 2001
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Cost of Asthma

$915,540 was charged in 2001 for hospital and
ERvistsin Chaleston County for athmatic

children (<18 yeas).
Medicaid coverednearly 69% of these charges.

Percent Digribution of Ashma Related ER &
Hospitalization Charges of Children
Aged 0-18, Charl eston County, 2001
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Emer gency Room

e 794 children under the age of 18 visitedthe ER
due to athmain Charleston County in 2001.
Thisrepresents35%of all ER vists due to
asthma.

e $356,140 was charged for ERviditsin Chaleston
County for agthmatic children (< 18 years) in

Comparison of AsthmaEmergency Room
Rates, Children Aged 0-5,
Charleston County, 2001
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2001.

e Healthy People 2010 Objedivefor athma
related ER vists among children under age5

yearsoldis 80 per 10,000 children.

e Charleston County had an ER ra e of 152 per
10,000 children under the ageof 5 in 2001,
comparedto South Carolind s 140 per 10,000
children.

For moreinformation on asthma contact:

SC DHEC Data Sources:
Behavior Risk Factor Survellance System
Bureau of Epidemiol ogy
(803) 545-4920
Vital Recor ds
Divigon of Biostetistics
(803) 898-3649
Bureau of Air Quality
Outreach Section
(803) 898-4467

www. scdhec. net
Generaed By:

Epi Technicd Support and Services Division
Bureau of Epidemiol ogy

Disparities

¢ Non-white children undertheage of 18 visit ER
much morefrequently than whitechildren in the
same age group.

e Thehogpitalization raeamong non-white
children istwo tothreetimes asoften as white
children.

Hogitd and Emergency Room Rates per 10,000 Children (<18 years),

2001
Charleston County SouthCardina
White Non-white White Non-white
Hogpitd | 10.9 30.2 19.2 41.5
ER 39.1 1719 46.0 155.5

Asthma Related Hospital and ER Visits
Rate for Children Younger than 18
SC, 2001

Hospital dischargesand ER visits, contact:

Office of Research and Statistics
SC Budget and Control Board
1919 Blanding Street

Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 898-9958

www.orss.state. sc.us’hd/
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